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ROTHMAN CLUB MEETING REPORT 
Prepared by R.D. Sontheimer, M.D. 
Drs . David Woodley, Robert Swerlick, and Rick Sontheimer, the current officers of the 
Stephen Rothman Club, hosted this year's an.nual meeting at the A.W. Ha7ris Faculty Club at 
the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center on Tuesday evemng, December 10, 
1991. 
This organization was formed in the 1950s by Drs. Thomas Fitzpatrick and Aaron Lerner as a 
study club comprised of young investigators in dermatology who got together at the time of the 
American Academy of Dermatology's annual meeting to discuss current scientific issues of 
common interest (personal communication, Dr. Thomas Fitzpatrick, December 10, 1991). 
Membership was initially limited to those academic dermatologists under the age of 45 years. 
Because of their respect for his work, Dr. Stephen Rothman was the first individual above that 
age invited to attend the meeting. This study club was subsequently designated as the Stephen 
Rothman Club following Dr. Rothman's death in 1963. 
The goals of this organization have since evolved somewhat. In addition to honoring the 
memory of Dr. Rothman, the Club is now also dedicated to fostering interest in investigative 
dermatology by bringing together inquisitive young people (residents, fellows, a~d junior 
faculty) in an informal atmosphere of camaraderie and good cheer. 
Approximately 80 individuals attended this year's annual meeting. Following the meal, Dr. 
Daniel P . McCauliffe, Assistant Professor of Dermatology at the University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine, gave a stimulating presentation of his work in the area of Ro/SS-A 
autoantigen gene characterization that lucidly illustrated the power of the techniques of mod-
ern molecular biology. 
The Rothman Club is a non-profit organization whose activities are supported predomi-
nately by donations from industry. The officers of this organization would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the following corporations whose unconditional generosity is greatly 
appreciated. 
Patrons The Collagen Corporation, Hoechst-Roussel Pharmaceutical, Inc.; Ortho Pharma-
ceutical Corporation; and SmithKline Beecham. 
Sponsors Glaxo Dermatology Products; Owen/ Galderma; Stiefel Laboratories, Inc.; Syntex 
Laboratories, Inc.; and Westwood-Squibb. 
